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Food needs no translation

21/03/2009

The Gourmand Show Kitchen may be the cleanest kitchen I’ve ever seen, especially once you consider its

been one of the busiest displays at the Fair. A half dozen celebrity chefs have been showing off their

technique, much to the delight of adults and children alike. It was a truly interac%ve experience. Earlier in

the week, Portuguese Chef Chakall delighted the children of Abu Dhabi when he invited them to help him

mix bowls of fresh pasta. On Saturday, Chef Yvan Cadiou –who performs a unique form of spoken‐word

recipe poetry – called on the audience to repeat a/er him “I believe in good food!” Then there was Chef

Wan, the Malaysian superstar, who spoke in a rapid fire pa6er that le/ the Arabic interpreter swea%ng in

his effort to keep up.

KC Wallenberg, the Swedish chef supervising the kitchen, said the crowds in Abu Dhabi were some of the

most apprecia%ve he’s seen. “They look really happy that we’re here,” he remarked. “Food is something

we all, each and every culture, shares. It needs no transla%on.”  He reports that they’ve had numerous

people ask about cooking classes in Abu Dhabi (now there’s an idea for an entrepreneur). Asked if he

discovered anything new in Abu Dhabi, KC said that when he returns to Sweden he’ll start using parsley as

an ingredient in his recipes. “In Sweden, we only use parsley as a garnish,” said Wallenberg. “Here, they

mix it with tomatoes, oil, garlic, onions, in a salad.  The flavor is fresh, clean and absolutely delicious.”

–Edward Nawotka
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